
Order of Service for April 21, 2024 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Welcome 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded - the assembly sings; see hymns provided 

Greeting 

Prayer of the Day – Let us pray,  
Holy Spirit, you move through all creation with sighs too deep for words. Open our hearts to listen to the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor. Speak through your church to rebuke the forces that seek to exploit your 
planet. Join our human prayers with the voices of all creation and move us to honor you by preserving the 
gifts of nature that reveal your glory. Amen. 
 
Choir – Humble Jesus, Risen Lord by David Lantz 
 
Children’s Message 
 

Scripture Readings - Psalm 23 & Acts 4:5-12 
 
Gospel Acclamation – We bow down – the assembly sings; see hymns provided  
 
Gospel Reading - John 10:11-18 

Sermon 

The Apostle's Creed 

Prayers of the People – we respond to “Lord in your mercy” with “Hear our Prayer” 

Offering Prayer - Whatever we ask, in accordance with your will, we receive and our cup overflows. We 

return what we have received for the Shepherd’s work, that green pastures and safe folds will welcome any 

who live in fear; that peaceful waters will sustain hurting hearts; that a voice of welcome will be heard at 

each gate; that a feast will be prepared for all who hunger and thirst; and all may safely graze. In the name 

of the One who is our comfort. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving – the assembly sings; see hymns provided 

Words of Institution  

Lord’s Prayer – we pray in unison the prayer our Lord taught us  

Distribution 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness and The Lord’s My Shepherd – the assembly sings; see hymns provided 
 
Blessing 

Prayer  

Benediction  

Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom –  the assembly sings; see hymns provided 



Blessing and Sending of the Trash Bags (Call and Response) 

Scripture tells us that “creation waits with eager longing for the children of God to be revealed.”  

Creation is waiting for us.  

To open our eyes to the devastation in our world.  

Creation is waiting for us.  

To put the needs of the most vulnerable above the greed of the powerful.  

Creation is waiting for us.  

To move from doing what is easy to doing what is necessary and right.  

Creation is waiting for us.  

To prioritize the needs of community over the convenience of self.  

Creation is waiting for us.  

To remove the pollution from our seas, land, air, bodies and hearts.  

Creation is waiting for us. 

In all these things and more, creation waits for us to assume our roles as its servants and protectors.  

With God’s help, we will answer creation’s call. Amen. 
 

Dismissal – congregation responds – Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Gospel Acclamation: 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


